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ars Sermon was deliver” 4 in Ex ON, 
ar the Thurſday's Lecture, before ma- 
| ny Miniſters, who met there the Tueſ- 
day and Wedneſday, for Muru AlL 


wut made againſt Mr. Ruppy, who preach'd the Day 
before, and my ſelf, as if we went about to ſap the de- 
ry Emndations of Chriſtianity. As M.. Hoppy was, 
 Jolam, in a manner conſtrain d to publiſh my Diſ- 
_ courſe, for my own Vindication. Aud the very Kind 
Reception his Performance hath met with by the ſenſi- 
ble Part 


Apvics. A moſt fearful Outcty 


World (who are at a Loſs to find out 
hat ſhould afford Matter for: Cenſure) makes me 


promiſe my ſelf, that all competent Judges, iat, 


whoſe Hands mine ſhall fall, will acknowledge that £89 5 4 
have given no Juſt Cauſe of Offence. To oppoſe Cm. 3 - = 
e one of the moſt pernicious N Fees. of the. 8. 5 1 4 | 


dba 8 ne, 5 5 Twas 


ETSY 


. . : 


Times, 5 no ok and can 2 none but the 
Guilty. To cfſert the great Priuciples of the Refor- 
mation, The Right” of all Chriſtians t0 fick to the 
is as the Rule of Faith, and to judge for 
themſelves in Matters of Religion, according to the 
2 Scripture, appears to me 4 Thing of great Importance. 
Dpeſe Doctrines I am perſwaded are of God, and, 
I hipe, till ſprend, in ſpite of all the Efferts of Blind 
and Furious Bigotry; eſpecially now my Ld. Bp. of 
BAN GOR hath ſe them in ſo clear a Light. whoſe 
able Attempt to reſcue the Bodies and Souls of Men 
from the miſchievous Effects of narrow and ſuviſh 
Principles, "merits another ſort of Trefttment than 
that very Great and Good Man hath met with from 
200 many, in this ungrateful e. 
I yavs added ſome Inlargements h were not 
4 in the Pulpit, for Want of Tine and avery 
eu Quotations, tu ſbeu that I am not Singular. 
I 58% 10 need for me to beg the, Fn 
Courteous, or the Pardon of the Caprtigus. Reader, 
All deſire f any is, That for their ow n ſakes they 
would read out, and confider before. they. 3 . Po 
they may nat bring upon themſelves the Guilt IP Reb "MR 
; Uncharitable Jun: 5 : „ 
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MATT. VII. _ 


: 7 mot , that ye be 


HESE Words are Part of 
our Saviour's Sermon on the 
Mount. The Fw were 
greatly addicted to raſh 


; and ſevere judging: They 
thought themſelves. the 


5 cial Favourites of Heaven, 
aw had had Abraham to their Father ; and 
imagin d that God regarded them more for their 

external Privileges, than for their inward Quali- 
© fications ; becauſe they were of the true Church, 
| and the true Religion, tho they were looſe and 

VUcidus in their Lives. And the Seribes ind Ble. 


| Het 


8 3 who "A in : that 1 were 2 
ous, deſpiſed, the Gentiles, as Sinners, and con- 
*demn'd the Common People of their own Nation, 
as curſed. Our Saviour warns his Hearers againſt | 
this Vice, in the Words of my Text. Fudge wot, that 
ge be not judged. That is, Be not raſh and un- 
& cChatitable in cenſuring others, leſt you ſuffer 
* the ſame yourſelves. Many times they, who 
* are unmercitul in judging their Brethren, are 
« paid home in their own Coin. The Cenforious 
« fall under ſevere Cenſures. And He whoſe 
Tongue (as hmaecl's Hand) is againſt every 
Man, hath every Man's Tongue againſt him- 
* But, however they eſcape here, they are ob- 
« noxiqus to the righteous Judgment of God: 
* And He ſhall have judgment without Mercy, who 
* ſhews no Mercy 
' Cxns0RIOUSNESS is one of the reignin 
Vices of the Age. Tis grown faſhionable, and 
in Credit. Pride makes us arrogate-to our ſelves 
what does not belong to us: Selj-love prompts us 
to- flatter ourſelves, and to vilify others: Envy 
and /Z/-nature incline us to ſpy, or to make Faults | 
in our Brethren : Party-Zeal tempts, and ſeems to 
authorize us to brand ſuch as are not of our Side. 
Every one ſets up for a judge, and takes upori 
kim to arraign, and ſentence the Actions, the 
| Fine; the ſecret Thoughts of others. Yea 
fome preſume to determine the final State of par- 
ricular Perfons, and to adjudge Churches, Nati- 
ons aal great Bodies of Men to Eternal Perdi- 
tion. 
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* theſe things ought not ſo to be. | And, I hope, 
you will bear with me while I warn you to be- 


ware of this growing Evil, whereof too many of 


all Sorts are guilty. And, God grant, that in- 
ſtead of accuſing each other, we may every one 


of us ſmite upon our Breaſts, and 2 What have a 


8 5 
1 N handling this Satzes, my Work Trl be, 


my To give the Senſe of the Toxr, * you may 
-- ſee what Le is not, and ae is On. 
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may ſee what io is not, and what is forbid- 
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Mae TRATES may d and POOP Gaſes 
they may try, and ſentence Malefaftors. | 
Minis FA are to judge of their own. Acts, 
according tothe Rules of God's Word, whom they 
are to admit to the Privileges and eren 
the Church, and whom they are to exclude. 
PRIVATE Chriſtians may judge of the Obi 
nions and Actions of their Brethren, in order to 
* diſcharge their Duty to them. They may judge 
What is evident and notorious, according to the 
Rules of Juſtice and Charity. They ought to 
Rebuke their Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 
Levit. xix. 17. To tell him his Fuulrs, Mat. xviii. 
15. if there be Hope of gaining him: but if he 
de openly profane, or ſeem to be impudent and 
incorrigible (like Dogs and Swine, Mat. vii. 6.) 
Keproots are not to be caſt away upon him. They _ 
Are to withdraw from ſuch as walk diſorderl x. 
-2 Thef. iii. 6. And not to eat with ſcandalous 
Sinners. 1. Cor. v. 11. Now, theſe Duties cannot 5 
de perform d without paſſing a Judgment upon 
Men's Actions. Tis lawful to judge of the Truth 
or Falſhood of Men's Opinions, of the Goodneſs 
or Badneſs of their Actions; that we may do what 
can to convince the Erronebrt, to reform the 
Vicious, and to Oy ſuch a as are overtaken in a 
Fut. . | wt win TT 
-Atr erte mage chi n fetves, to prove their 
own Work, and to try their ſpiritual State by the 
Ez Rules of Holy Scripture. Wers we more impar- 
Ro "Yo 9 in er 1 en be ck i 
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preach at 7E * ON. "Y 


| 5 vere in reanſuring others : did we more men 


examine our own Hearts, we ſhould pry leſs into | 


others Actions: and were we more ſtrict in eon- 
demning our own Follies and Vices, we ſhould 
be more favourable towards our Brethren's Mi- 
takes and Failings. A humble Senſe of our own 
Sins would check our cenſorious Humour, and 
2 reſtrain us from aggravating other Mens Faults, 


* 


He who ſets himſelf, in good earneſt, to en 


the Beam out of his own Eye, will not be over for- 
ward to ſpy Motes in his Brother's Eye. 
Ex Chriſtian hath a Right to judge for 
himſelf, in Matters of Religion. We may and 
ought to uſe a Judgment of Diſcretion. God hath 
_ -. given us the Holy Scriptures, as the only Rule to di- 
ect us in the Way to Heaven; and the Faculty, | 
of Reaſon, that we may underſtand the Senſe of 
Scripture. The Scribes and Phariſees uſurp'd an 
Authority over the Conſciences of the Fews, 
requiring them to believe all their Doctrines, 
and d to obey all their Commands. And Mr. Henry: 


thinks that my Text was intended for a Reproof to 


them, who were (as he ſais) very Rigid and Severe, 
very Magiſterial and Supercilious in condemning al 


. about them; as thoſe commonly are, that are proud aud. 


conceited in juſtifying themſelves. Our Lord forbids 


his Diſciples to be called Rabbis, or Maſters s 


and to call any Man their Father upon the Earth. 
Mat. xxiii. 8, — 10. We ſhould call no Man 
« Guide, or "Maſter ; ae oe no Church, na 
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8 ll * Atticles,” 1 7 Xix. Page 192 ; ME 


in he 1 . our e A to 
0 the Conduct of their Judgments, or give them 
« Dominion over our Faith and Conſcience *”, 
We ought not to muſſle t up our own Underſtand- 
ings, or deliver our Reaſon and Faith over to 
any; ſo as to receive their Opinions with an implicit . 
\ Faith, or ſubmit to their Commands With a blind 
Obedience. Chriſt is our Maſter, the Great Prophet 
of the Church, by whom we mult be taught.; the 


King, by whom we muſt be ruled. The Bible is : 


the Statute-Book of his Kingdom, the Rule of 
Fuith and Life, in which all things neceſſary to 
Salvation are evidently contain d: this we ought 
to ſearch; by this we ought: to walk. Tis our 
Duty to endeavour to find out the true Senſe and 


Meaning of the Scripture, in order to our obtain- = 


ing everlaſting Happineſs. God - hath. given us 


rational. Faculties to guide and direct us; and we 
ought to make the beſt uſe of them that We can. 


n our own Reaſon, as well as 
with our-own Eyes. 

4 en an, andoubtad: B n u 
5 of the Senſe of Soripture for. Himſelf, by 
his own, Underſtanding :- to judge for. Himſelf,. 
_Igay, and not for Others; nor yet Others for Him. 


Orhers are not bound to ſubmit to his Judgment; 


nor is he bound to ſubmit to the Judgment 


bon ro ſatisfy him, do Marters. as Faith, a Mate 
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rache at E oH. It. 
; ters du Duty, in n on which our bt 
Happineſ doth depend, we muſt not be impos d 
upon by any, how Great, how Learned, how Holy 
ſoever, to profeſs to believe what we do not be- 
lieve, or to pretend to believe what we do not 
underſtand: nor may we receive any thing as a 
| neceſſary Article of Faith, which after due Exa- 
mination we cannot find contain d in the Holy 
Scripture, or plainly proy'd by it, tho recommen- 
ded by the Authority of Fathers, of antient Coun- 
cili, ol modern Synode, of faithful Martyrs, of 
learned Confeſſars, of pious Miniſters; tho im- 
pos d under the ſevereſt Penalties, and inforc d by 
the moſt dreadful Auathemas; ; tho held for many 5 
Ages by Men of greateſt Note. For, if we do 
this, our Faith is built not upon the Teſtimony 
of the Living and True God, but upon the Opi- 
nions and Determinations of fallible Men, which 
is a ſandy Foundation, 5 
Ius in yain to tell me that 17 Synods or 
Councils bave decreed it ; that ſuch Churches have 
receivd it; that ſuch Princes or States have im- 
d it ; chat ſuch learned Men have writen for 
it; and, that I alſo muſt. profeſs it, and aſſent 
to it, upon Pain of being ſilenc d, Excommunica- 
ted, or Burnt for a Heretick in this World, and 
Duainn'd in the next: if after an impartial Search, 
and fervent Prayer to God for the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, I can find no Warrant for it in the 
5 Haly Scripture, T ought not- to profeſs it, to Ss | 
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1 Tux Church of Rome forbids this Liberty of 
4 Private Judgment, under ſevere Penalties, that 
5 ſhe may exalt her own Authority, and eftabliſh -*. 
an Tftltbhe Judge. Accordingly, ſhe takes upon 
: her to declare new Articlesof Faith, and to make 
der Creeds, and impoſe them upon thoſe of her 
ö „Commun. The new Converts in Fance were £ 1 
oblig d, among many others, to ſubſcribe tile 
following Article t, which' is Part 5 Nope Paid 133 


5 the Fourth's Creed : 2 . 
. TRxECEIVE ow Holy Scripture Gi with | — 5 
8. that Senſe in which the Holy Mother Church g 
de hatch, and doth underſtand it, to whom it dotiniü̃ 14 


4 belong to judge of the true Senſe and Interpre- 
« tation 'of the ſacred Scriptures. And 1 fhal! 
never take it, nor interpret it otherwiſe, than 
— according to the unanimous Conſent of the Mn. 
& Fathers.” a Y 3 8 Gs 
I x. were to be wiſh'd that Proteſtants had not - 5 
3 given too much to Councils and Fathers, in Mat- 7 
ters of Faith. Ina Confeſſion of the Reformed in 
France, I find the following Words: © Tn this 
« Myſtery [of the Trinity] we allow of thatwhich | 
the Four antient Councils have determined 
te and we do deteſt all Sects and Hereſies con-: 
« demn'd by thoſe antient Doctors, St. Athana um. 
Tod We Ori, Sb Hilary, and St. A 75 WIR is :” 5 . Sh 
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this but to * thoſe Four e mo Ky 


Writings of thoſe Four Doctors, a Rule of Faith? 
And ſome among our ſelves have ſet the Autho- 


gity.of the Church very high. In ſome Egli 


Bibles * of the laſt Tranſlation, you have theſe 
Words, in the Contents of CXLIX Pſalm: {of 
the Power which God hath given to the Church 10 


Rule the Conſciences of Men.] And, to name no 
more, we have one, at preſent, WHo preſſes Men 


10 ſabmit to the yet arge * rare of the 
| Church, For moer Authority.” * 8 5 
LAMENTABTE is the 5 Tae Obe 


Ferie! in Popiſh Countries, here they are not ſuf- 


fer'd to read the Holy Scriptures in their o.] 


Language, nor to Judge for themſelves.” We 
pity our Brethren in France, who were Dragoon'd 
out of their Eſtates. and Religion, and were 


| compell'd by various Torments to make ſuch? De⸗ 
duration and Subſcriptions, as were contrary to the 
DDictates of their Conſciences. Our Bleſſed Lord, 


Who came not to. deftroy, but to ſave, wants neither 


the Craft; nor Cruelty of Men to uphold his Inte- 
reſt. The Maxim, Rewards, and Penalties of his 


Kingdom are not of this World. Let ſuch as are 
for inſlaving the Bodies and Souls of Men be- 


ol 
. uh ol Yap r 4 
8 n - 
* 


- 6 


1 er 7 ute by Sock, 5 oy den, 1635. my | 
; ; . 3 0b 2 2 ge. by 1 | | 


RY 


; =. take themſelves to theſe Arts, that they W N 
port their tottering Cauſe: let them compaſs | 
Sac a * gy 8 let chem ere 


14. "os SERMON 


Congregations to Suge their Fuith, SE” c 
of Inquifition to root out what they call Hereſy : 
let them ſend abroad their Miſſionaries, and im- 
ploy booted Apoſtles to lift ſome, and to preſs others 
into the Service of their Church: God forbid 
that Proteſtants ſhould do what may. countenance, 


or excuſe them in ſuch Methods. Force and 
Perſecution is better fitted to make Hypocrite, 


than to reduce Heretick. Human Violence, 
\* [ſaith one] may make Men Counterfeit, but 
© cannot make them Believe; and is therefore fit 
for nothing but to breed Fym without, and 
pot Atheiſm within. All f the Power in the World 
is neither fit to convince, nor able to compel 
* Man's Conſcience. to conſent to any thing: · 
«6, Worldly Terror may prevail ſo far as to make 


Men profeſs a Religion, which they Believe 


< not: But to force either any Man to believe 


. what he believes not, or any Honeſt Man to 


diſſemble what he does believe (if God Com- 
© mands him to. profels it) or to profeſs what he 
« does not believe, all the Powers in the World 


„ are too weak, wth all the Powers of Hell to 


« aſſiſt them.” 


Ipo r not, but upon Ailigens Obſervation 
it. will be found, that there is leaſt of the Life and 
Power of Religion, where People are compell d 
180 e any eee Religion. N Reitt! 
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preachd at Exo N. 15 


gious Tenets do not come recommended to the 
Underſtanding by perſuaſive Arguments, and 
prov'd by clear Texts of Scripture, but are im- 


pos d by Penal Laws, and profeſs'd for fear of In- 
capacities, Fines, and Suffering (as tis in Popiſs 
Countries) few. believe them in good earneſt: 
The Dragoons in France, and the Juquifitors in 


Spain, and Portugal have rooted out Hereſy ; but 


the common People have almoſt loſt all Senſe of | 


Religion: they are taught to believe as the 
Church believes, and to take their Faith upon 


- Content, without troubling their Heads to under- 


ſand * 

TAkE away this kalen of Judging for our 
9 then they who ſuffer d Torments, and 
Death for refuſing to profeſs Tranſulſtantiation, 
were in the Wrong: then the Old Puritans, and 
Nonconformiſts, who were Suſpended, Fin'd, Im- 
priſon” d, Ejected, or Silenc'd, for refuſing to make 
ſuch Subſcriptions and Declarations,as were contra- 


ry to the Convictions of their Conſciences, were 

too nice and ſcrupulous: then Chriſtians may 

ſubmit to any Impoſition, join in any Compaunts 
dn, and be of any Religion. 


T avs you ſee what judging i is wh 1 co 
now to ſhew what judging i is unlawful. 
15 Ras and Haſty: | 


Ka . S IVI E and Uncharitable Fudging, are e un- 
Ol kl Theſe often g0 together. 1 ſhall Ls F 
5 ne of each. And, s : 


* Or Raſh and as Judging. 
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> 2705 A 3 wo Js by, whoan are 
| unqualify'd for the Part they act. Many paſs 


Sentences in, Cauſes, 'and on Perſons, of which 


they are ignorant. Men of clear Heads, and who 
Have made diligent Search into the Senſe of Scrip- 

ture, are ſo ſenſible of the Darkneſs of human 
Underſtanding, that when they meet with: Diffi- 


culties, they ſuſpend their Judgment, and take 
'Fime to. examine what appears doubtful to them: 


whereas, ſuch as have ſhatlow Capacities; are for 
the moſt. part very confident of their own Ap- 


prehenſions, forward to impoſe their Opinions 


, upon others, and ready to condemn thoſe who do 


not forthwith receive them. Sound Knowledge 
and true Wiſdom make Men modeſt, candid, and 


_ chanitable ; but ſuperficial Knowledge puſfeth up: 


and ſuch as have more Heat than Light, are apt 
to judge haſtily, and to Heal evil of the —_ N 
1 underſtand not, s Fee: 11.23; 5701, 

(2) Fax yr are guilty in this roſpe&t, who are 


. buſy Bodies in other Mens matters, 1. Pet. iv. 15. 


who narrowly pry into the Affairs of their Bro- 


_ thren; or pump their Neighbours, to know their 
ſecret Thoughts; or are inquiſitive to get an ac- 
0unt of what is done in private Families, which 
they are not concern d to be acquainted with. 
They who do this out of yain Curioſity, or on 
purpoſe to find matter for Cenſure, often 'blame | + 
_ the Conduct, and innocent Actions of ſach, as are | 


not under their Juriſdiction, without Cauſe.” 
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75 1 People, may appeal from them as incom- 
I petent| Judges; and have Reaſon to propoſe to 
them the Hebreu's Queſtion to Moſes, Acts vii. 27, 
235 ' Wh wade thee a Fudge 7 | 
0 Tuner alfo judge raſhly, who 8 
i | without good Proof and clear Evidence, with- 
15 dut underſtanding Matter of Law and Matter 
of Fact, and without giving thoſe whom they 
ſentence a fair Trial and a full Hearing. A 
'. prudent and upright judge will inquire into the 
Merits of the Cauſe, which is brought before 
him. He will give the Accuſed Liberty to make 
his Defence, and produce his Witneſſes ; and 
will patiently hear and conſider what is alleg'd 
in his behalf, For, as he that anſwereth, ſo he that 
judgeth a Matter before he heareth it, it is Folly and 
Shame unw him. Prov. xviii. 13. The Jewiſb Law 
did not judge any Man before it heard him, and 
knew what he did. John vii. 51. And the Romans 
„ brought the Accuſers and the Accuſed face to face, 
that the Accuſed might have Liberty to anſwer for 
"2 ” himſelf. Acts xxv. 15. A Judge, when he hath 
| received a Charge, ſhould hear the Defence; for 
be is commiſſion d Oyer and. Terminer, firſt to 
bear both Sides, and then to determine. He who 
| judges blindly, and haſtily, is not like to judge 1 
| righteous Judgment. e 
Sven then, judge raſhly who PEE TR Mens 
Opinions without hearing, or weighing their 


«3 


- Arguments ; without endeavouring to reſolve 4 2 3 
| © yl -=epd or anſwer F Many. 
1. „ „ . 5 
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* Pins: Sentence is paſs d upon fiche and 


groundleſs Conjectures, upon Tittle Tattle and 


common Fame, upon private Letters and _ 1 0 


Whiſpers. The Jeus were not to proceed aga 


Finieſfes. TWas not enough that they were 


4 3 aps. rex 4s 8 — — — wy * 
8 
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* 
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'an Hdoleter” without good Proof by Two or _ Y 


10/4 of it; and had Beard of ii; but they were to 
enquire diligently, Whether the Thing were true aud 
certain,” Deut. xvii. 2, 6. And tis an Apoſtolical 75 


Cain, 1 Tim. v. 19. Aainſt an Elder rereive not 


"an Aecaſttion, but befere for upon the Teſtimony 
of] Tuo or Three Himeſfes. But how are the 
Reputations of innocent Perſons blaſted upon 
bare Hearfay and Suſpicion : ? Their own Fea- 


toilffes' ad evil Surmiſes pats with cenſoriotis Peo- : 


pie inflead of Fvidence ; and are thought fü 


ent to jultify them, for” laying an intolerable 


Tor * 


Load of Infarny * upon their Brethren. 


. Secondh „ IAA to give ſome Inſtances of, Kae 5 


and Ant haritable 1 udging, 


q * — 


Tur do Men judge uncharitably, . 5 - fo 5 


5 1 3; WI HEN they! entertain cauſeleſs Prejudices : 5 


- againſt thoſe whom they cenſure. _WÞ-will ſeldom, 034 
ſpeales, , of judges well. A Judge ought” o act 1 


impartially, Without "Favour or Affection; 3 to 5 


proceed Without” Reſpect of Per -ſons. 
he ſhould diveſt himſelf of Prepoſſe 
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Envy, 2 

3 Anger, and Difaffedtion. . Prejudice malt No Men 1 

- _ Parties, and ſuch are not fit to be Judges.” For N 

9 they determine the Cauſe with i themleſtes, LR N 
| they 


th hear it; ah reſins. to condemn him whom” 
"they have a Grudge againſt, right or wrong. 
- ?Tis. from hence many Chriſtians are ſo ſevere © 
in their Cenſures. Such a one is not of my 
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Party; and therefare he ig 2 Hypocrite ;; to be 
« deſpis d, and ſeparated from: or, he is a 


4 Schiſmatick, who ha th ſeparated himſelf from 
« the Body of Chriſt ; therefore hate him, and 


< thunder out Azathemas againſt him. Such a 


one is not Orthodox chat is he is not of Mr 


< Op3nion] give, him an ill Name; call 


C him Heretick ; repreſent him as' obſtinate, and 
8 ſell· condemned; never give your ſelves the 
L Trouble to examine his Arguments. or to let 


“ him ſpeak for himſelf ; take it for granted 
« that he hath nothing to ſay, at leaſt, nothing 


NB 4 of Moment; inſtead of reaſoning” with him 
& calmly, in order to convince him, revile him, 
ce expoſe him, and after 2 while break off Lap 


« munion with him, and reject 1 
Tur are not like to judge charitably who 


bent, and try ſuch as are accuſed, with 4 de- 


fire to puniſh, and a Reſolution to condemn. 
Though we - ought not to flatter any in their 


Sins, to ſhut. our Eyes againſt the Light, ta 
call evil good, or good evil; yet we ſhould 4 


hunt for Scandal, judge that which lies out of 


Sight, or paſs our Sentence upon Uncertainties. 
For Charity thunbeth no Evil believeth all Things, 
+ - bopeth all Things. 1 Cor. xiii. 5, 7. It obligeth Ie 
us to ee with Candour and Node 
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:S - - 8 to : 
= * - * 9 * — 
— q { 4 8 1 þ 
* * * 
x * 
* 


to put 2 molt Sun Conllragion on our 
| Brother” s Words and | Aions which, 


2 ate be alen n 4 Fault, 'to pray fe ry 
do rere them in the Spirit of Methneſs, 
dur ſelves, teſt we alſo be t ery "Gas vi. 
Such a one is (I hope) ſincere” and good in 
the main, though overcome by the Violence | 
© of Temptation. Was I in his Circumſtances, 
<1 ear, 1 ſhould have done as bad or worſe | 
4 than he, But Malice and Prejudice pk ü 
Men upon taking up and ſpreading Reports. | 
againſt their Neighbours, by 'which they may ' |} 
ſuffer in their Credit or Intereſt. © It will prompt 
them to aggravate their Miſcarriages, to put bad 
I Interpretations upon their Words and Actions, 
Aa and to take every thing by the wrong Handle. 
It will make them rigid in their Sentence, and 
inrscline them to condemn Men for what neither 
SBod nor their own Conſciences ' condemn them. 
It will alfo hinder them from making reaſon- 
able Allowances, and from taking noticefof.fuch * 
Circumſtances as would - wholly: er ee 3 
dee alleviate their Fault. 24d 
(.) Wnt x they judge Mens Hearts OY Og 
Thoughts, their Purpoſes and Intentions, für- 
her than they are oxpreſſed by their Words or 
AP na a 20006 We have'no Capacity |. 
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. ; 15 0 ade What ws catinor uaderſtiaid: The Hin 
; e Man 1 is a great Deep, Which we can't fathom- 


* therefore I condemn my Brother for an Hypo- 
crite, tho' his Converſation is unblameable ; if 1 
accliſe him for an obſtinate Heretick, when he 


earneſtly deſires to find out the Truth, readily 
upon the Wotd of God, and profeſſes a hearty 


be convinc'd to be erroneous I do not judge 
charitably. Tis God's Prerogative to ſearch the 
Heart; and know the Thoughts; and it doth not 
become me to encroach upon it, nor will it 
eexcuſe me, to pretend that my Brother is carry- 
ing on ill Deligs which he will not own ; that 
be holds dangerous Errors which he doth not 
care to pra and tho he hath made ſound 
Bubſcriptiqus and Declarations, he hath ſome 
mental Reſervations, and ſecret ill Meanings; or 
tthat his Heart doth not go with his Hand and 
Toongue. For what am I, that I ſhould preſume 
do judge my Brother's Heart, to cenſure his ſe- 


1 = cret Thoughts „or to conderany ; 8 inviſible 


1 5 Workings of his Mind : 3. = nf 


=. (3.) Wurd they are forward t. to 1 Mens 
= final State, upon the Account pf their ſpeculative 

on Opinion. To ſay ſuch a one is guilty of a danming | 
Sacehiſßn, he is no Chriſtian, and can lay no claim 
to the Bleſſings of the Goſpel Covenant, becauſe 


he ſeparates” from that Part of the Church to 


owns Whatever he can ſee contain d in, or founded 
' Willingrieſs/to retract any Opinion which he ſhatl 


4. del 1 l "MF a one is a 8 5 


7 3 — e e 


doth not aſſent to my private Interpretatinns of 
Svripture, which 1 call Fundamema Articles of - 


Faith, whereas he proſeſſes ho can ſee no Foun- 


dation for them in Scripture; is highly uncharita- 


ble and unreaſonable. I think he is in an Error, 


and he thinks the ſame of me; but, for ought: 


know, he is ſincere in his Search after Truth. 
Why then ſhould I not hope that if he errs, God 
Vill either diſtover the Truth to him, or pardon 
his involurtary Miſtakes? Perbaps he, whom 1 
doom to everlaſting Burnings, becauſe he differs 
from me in : Opinion, doth truly fanr God, aud 
work Righteonſneſs, and ſhall be accepted f him; 
"when I, with all my Zeal for Orthodoxy, am in 
danger of perifhing for want of Charity. God 


can paſs à certain Judgment concerning Mens 5 


final State: to tim therefore let us leave it, and 
not preſume to ere e HON ee e eee 
Suit to try. 0914, 

(40 War u they mil terpre HG Providdidhs 
of God towards fuch as are not of their Mind 
and Way: If any great Affliction befalls them, 
they 25 1 t to look upon it as a Fudgment, * 


* * * * . — * 
” 1 2 * n *” 5 
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- my ſelf any hard Thoughts, nor would I beget in 


others any evil Surmiſes of the eternal Condition of 
that Man. — I am very ſlow to judge of Mens Ac- 
* ceptation with God by the Apprehenſion of their 


<6 Uaderſtandings.“ Findidie Wea 1 Dedi- ; i th 
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Foe Kale ith Opiate, Ad to Si 
that God teſtifies from Heaven againſt their 


© Eris. Many who are exemplary for Holineſs, 


meet with great Troubles. hom the Lord loveth 


he correfleth. Prov. iii. 1 2. And, There is no 


| Judging Love or Hatred by what is before us. Eccleſ. 
ix. 1. They whom we account Sound in the 

Faith, and eminently Pious, are obnoxious to 
ſuch Calamities as befall thoſe whom we call 


Hereticks, Tis our fond Self- Love makes us ima- 


gine that God declares in our Favour, when the 
like, or worſe Things may, we know not how 
ſoon, befall Us, or thoſe of eur Perſuaſion. It 
becomes us therefore to ſuſpend our Cenſures, 


5 and to judge nothing before the Time. x Cor. iv. 5. 


( 5 ) Win r e er to their Dunn ſuch 


fich Conſequences of their Opinions as n 
diſclaim. Tis common for thoſe who are up- 


permoſt, or have got a Majority, to brand Dif- 


fenters with odious Names; to call them Fana- 
kickt, Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, that they may expoſe 
them'to the Hatred and Rage of the Populace. 
Perhaps I have been told that my Brother holds 
ſome falſe Opinion; but, upon Enquiry, I find 


dat he utterly denies it: I imagine that ſome 


dangerous Errors are the neceſſary Conſequences 


ol his Opinion; but he can fee no ſuch thing, 
e perfectly abhors thoſe Conſequences. Shall we 
|. T accuſe and condemn him for What he deteſts * 
2 i Gowns? I flould ao ata | 
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others. 1 1 
Tuus you fe whar Judging int and what H 


5 ox COME now to enquire into the Cauſe 
:- gf raſh and uncharitable Judging. The (ge 8 
of Which, 1 conceive, are theſe Four. 


3 * Self Ot e 
205 Pap -Zeal. * 7 
not Ambition, and. 11 , ben. 


15 e eee E1'T is one A ny: of 
ſinful Judging. - They who are proud of their 
own Underſtandings and Attainments, and think 
themſelves Head and Shoulders above others in 
Knowledge, deſpiſe the Judgments, and condemn, 
the Opinions of thoſe who differ from them. — 3 
Who thinks bimſell. to be ſomething, is very apt to 
think others nothing. If once a Man fancies him- 
ſelf. wiſer, and better, and ſtronger than other 
Chriſtians, tis much if he doth not condemn 
them for Ignorance, and Folly; and: Weakonls: 
The Phariſee, who boaſted of his Goodneſs, de- 

is:d the Publican. Luke xviii, 11. Proud Men 
ink themſelves flighted, . they be nat wor- 
ſhipped : they would fain have all, ſubmit to 


= their Judgments, and. receive. their Dictates as 


a 


. n W cant edule. ſuch « as ohne, | 


org my ſelf, and ought not to deat dd chus with 5 f : 


* 


= 4 5 2 


* 5 —.— preſer d before them. Their Beams 
- riſe againſt; thoſe, who ſay, or do any thing to 
. © diminiſh, their Authority, or Reputation: and 


tis uſual for them e and vilify ſuch as 
Fade eg guflens from, them... 

2. SzINL vx is another Cauſe of this Sin. 
8 3 Py fond of gur ſelves, of our own 


Approhealions and, Opinions. We imagine ve 


have Excellencies which we have not, and oyer- 
value thoſe we have: and this makes us prone 
do neglect and deſpiſe Others. We overlook their 
good Qualities, leſſen their Virtues, and magni- 
fy. their Faults. If they thwart us in our Opini- 
ons, gur Allections are alienated from them, and 
we entertain hard Thoughts of them. How 
colten do we ſacrince our. Brethren for a Notion ; 
aud think chem unworthy, our Love, and Eſteem, 
if they, do nat jump with, us in every Punttilio? 
Some preſume to cut off whole Churches from the 


| Body gf Chriſt, and to leave them to the wncove- 


raue Mercier of God, becauſe they 4.09: 


| Y 5 N in with, their Scheme of Church Government 


——_ BY, an, 


; orhers;propounce. very-ſeyeroSeatences: upon all, 
_ who dare not ſubſcribe their unſcriptural Articles. 
One. als branded for a E  Schiſmatick , and 
. is doom d for. an * — Heretick, = 9 
oblerying Canon * Profeſſing Doctrines, whit 
ie 5 Warrant an the Word, of 
5 5 Fan AL. gps wy many 5 
5 They, bo. n e e inte 2 n 
0 © 
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and Intereſts of their Party. Their Underſtand- 

ſons captivatec, and 
their Aflections perverted. They tale it for . 
granted, that they, and thoſe of their Side, are 


in tlie Right, and others in the Wrong; and 


they can't bear with ſuch as'difſetit from them. 
Their blind Zeal for what they account Truth, 
makes them il] parage the Perſons, aggravate the 


ö Faults, and rejoice in the Miſcarriages of thoſe : 


whom they think erroneous : yea, | they "think | 
they db God Service, when they reproach and vilify 
che. When they hare their Brethren, - and caſt 
them bur, they ſay,” Let the LORD ze glori ted. Iſa. 
Rr, 5. Skoutd they forbear roflander and defame 
them, they would be ready” to fuſpect themſelves 
of Lukewarmneſs © Furious Bigots place much 


of their Religion in ſpeculative: Opinions, and 
have little to commend them but their Zeal, for 


1 che 22 of many 18 owi 


Yhar'they call Ori dhe) And tis notorious char 
to their Taxingſßũ or want of Capatity.” They DoF 


who have little nürtop/ Sbills/ and Hallo Brains, 
| ſeldom want F, Zear which is accompanied 


With Hife, "Confuſton, And every evil Mork. "James 


4 


1 4 "AsirioN; a 


Mi. 16. (6 N J -71 If . 
fi Woniy Iateref⸗ "great- 5 


THR 9 Apole Men to this Vice. They who' af 

to be High, and Honourable, and to get them: 

1 5 ſelles 4 Name, okten juſtle ſuch as ſtand in their | © 
Way as * * leved in have thi Prebemi- | 
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alãs He thought would out-ſhine Him, and was 
* caſting ben out 4. the, ber 3: Erik Join, 
DD ag Babb ; o 
| Ta. 8 ee. Zeal for. the Truth 
is uſed as a Coal of Covetouſneſs : and the miſera- 
ble Worldling. thinks that this will cover the baſe 


; Arts, and ſanctify all Ani Fynuuds which. Hl , 


uſes to compals his Ends. -... 415-4) 7 4946 

ExTENNAL e alſo are a 3 
5 Temptation to ſuch as are advanc d above others, 
to over rate their own udgments, and to uſupp 
an Authority over their Dependents: und they 


who will not come into their Meaſures and 


reſign their Underſtandings to their Manage- 


ment, muſt expect to fall under er 
and fee Aer Na ne hk N 687 


| 11. H * 1 os Given. Re — 4 Ra th 

VUncharitable Judging, and inquir'd into the 

©... 1 Cauſes ot it, I proceed to ſer before you ſome 
= * . Aue e ee 1 
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LEA "Tis. eee his Office, uſurping his Au- 
dhoxity, and incroaching upon his Prerogative to 
Know, and Try, and judge the Hearts, and ſinal 

States of Men. How heinous an Offence is it 
for weak fallible, Mortals to thruſt themſelves into 
ns dat! Pons of A and o nn his 
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—_  - - vat our of his Haadd+ to Lord it over his EE 
Heritage, and to paſs Sentence upon his Subjects? 
[| 1 is highly" juridus to ous Neighbour. 
' FM © While the Cenſorious aſſume what doth hot be- 
| _ ig do chem they puttiſh anbeber's Ser ban, ho 
muß znſwer for his Thoughts, and Words; and 
| | Herſbtis, at another Rar, and gan ot fil to 50 
dit Maſter. Rom. xiv. . They impait their 
Brothers Credit, rob Him of his head Nene wy 
5 expoſe Him to hatred and Contempt ; and ib fle 
be in any publick Office, or Station, they tender — 
Him incapable of doing that Service, which other- Y 
FE nc apt ao Ayer Shurch, or in the World. 15 
3. TY diſturbs the Peace of the Church, An SS - 
 cakiſes Breaches and Diviſions. It takes T } 
= Chriſtians from minding and practifing Rhe 
1 ä Things of R gion, and makes them mmm 
ee uno vain Jangling. 1. Tim. i. 6. Ter 
c ſafer by it make it their Buſineſs to defend | 
weir Principles, and to vindicate their Reputati- 
d, ad fo the Life and Power of Godlineſs is 
like to be at a ſtand, and to decay.” It ſows Diſ- | 
| d among Brethren, cauſes Animoſity, is the 
Ma Puredr of Wrath, Railing and Reviling. It ſepa- 
rates Friends; allenates Miniſters, and private | 
| Chriſtians from each other; ſors Families and -  - 
Churches on Fife. It hath done much to in- 
lame the Nurion, and to divide the 'Eftabliſh'd 
„ ch, e 1 
te Churches of the Hiſſentern, weaken their „ 
AImterel ne Nj 
00. . 
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: 8 Gen of der ting thoſe Priviiger which as 


e ee 


4. Ir tons to Perſiaition and Crieiry: "is. | 


whar can we aſcribe the Incapacities, Fines, and 
varbarous Cruelties which have been devis d, and 
dufficted upon the account of Differences in Re- 


gion, but to uncharitable Judging, and that 


| fiery Zeal which goes along with it? Furious 


Vigors, who <nfuldy condema thiir Biethijch Wt - 


Hereſy, and Sthiſm, think thoſe who fall under 
their Sentence unfit for hutnan Society, yea un- 


| fuch as think their Brethren Heretichs, to uſe them 
ill : For; (as à very great Man obſerves ) *Ex- 


3 orbitant Zeal is the ſame every were; and the Spi- 
| Di of 1enſy Cenſure, in the Beginning, will ends | 


815 whenever it can, in Gilbert, and Galliet, "a 
® Tmpuifttions. ” This hath diſcdurag' d Trade ; 
N Wrporered Countries; ſent many 


peaceable induſtrious Chriſtians into Baniſhment ; 


erected crel Tribunals ; filed Prifons and Dun 


Bop 2 
„El thaſe Flames, in which Multirudes of if? 


faithiul Martyrs have been conſum d Tis true, 
© ar preſent among us the Laws ſecure even Heres 
ticks convift from the Flames; and the Spirit of Per- 


Funn is difarm'd, and hath'it's Hands bound 
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Burnt, nor gaſily Curvicied; yet. they who are ſo 
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calfd, may be proſecured for ſpeaking, or writing 


haye chang d their Opinion, hen perhaps theß 


havę not, and cannot: and What is this, but to play 

the Hypocxite, and expoſe themſelye to the Nrath 
Ged. and. the Damnation ef Hell ? But, ſuppoſe 
the Cenjorious. do, not proceed ſo far, againſt thoſe 

hom they uncharitably condemm yet may they deal 


Hardly. and Oel) with them : for the bare Inpu- 
tation of Hereſy, is enough to ruin a Man, as the 


Miorid goes. Let Miners, who have got a Name 
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Ottey violate the Laws of God, in dealing with Him, 


< ris, in their Opinion, doing God the greater Service. - 
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ene of - Hereticks, the good they ae have 
done is at an End, the Succeſs of their Labours 


is hinder d, and they render 'd uſeleſs. Their 
People, who before had a ſecret Veneration for 
them, will ſlight them, and think it their Duty 


to defame and injure them; their exemplary; 


Piety ſhall be accounted Hypocriſy, their Humi- 
lity ſpiritual Pride; and a wrong Turn ſhall 


be given to all they ſay, and do. Reproach and 


Infamy fhall be heap'd upon them; r 5 


conſpicuous [Virtues ſhall not be regarded; the 


Faults of their Lives ſhall be ript up, and laid 
open; their Paſſions and Indiſcretions ſhall be 


remembred, and every thing ſtrained to their 


Diſadvantage. Secret Vices ſhall be imputed 


to them, and they ſhall be accounted Repro- 
bates in a State of Damnation, and pray d for 


as abandon d Wretches, from whom God hath with 
drawn his Grace. And all this for no other. 


Crime than ſearching the. Scriptures, taking 
them for their Rule, being faithful to their 
Cunſciences, and reſuſing to ſubmit their Judg+ 


ments to- received Notions, . which their Brethren 


call the: Common: Fuitb. And wherein is fuch 
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Errors, will make you wary in undertaking, and 
compaſſionate in executing the Office of a Judge: 


vou will be willing to give ſuch Allowances to 


others, as you will: want and deſire your ſelves. 


He tliat is truly vile in his own Eyes, will not 


be forward to vilify others. When you are about 


8 upon ang, lay” your 


5 175 ' How: de the Cosſures uf my Bre- 
then pieroe and wound my Keart? Is nor 
© my Brother of the ſame Make with me? And 


* in not my raſh Sentence be grierous to 


him? Dwell much ut home; and if you are 


for finding Faults, you will find enough there do 


you imploy d. Watch over your On Hearts 
Ways; Judge, and amend what is amiſs in 


1 and you will have neither Mind, 


nor Leiſure, pragmarically to condemn! others. 
They who are the. greateſt Strangers to their 


on Hearts, and whoſe Religion lies very much 
in Notiont, and ſpetulative Opinious, are moſt for” 
ward to receie Calumnies, and to pronounce rh. 
oy Sentences againſt their Neighbours. TREES © 


Do not liſt yourſelves into a Party. 


5 Mii confine” the Chcheh of Chriſt, vr your © 
1 to one Side. Take heed that Prejudice 

o not miſrepreſem the Opinions, and Actions ot 
much a you: e _ and luch as vou ae Ns 
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= — Kemember that 4 ang fastious Zeal . 
1 7 will put Men upon Railing and Cenſoriouſmeſop; 
4 will prompt them to he for the Truth ; and malle 
2 them imagine, that they cannot ſpeak ary thing 
too bad of thioke whom they account Sprich, 
15 or Hereticks. © | AG. n rea 
© 3. Hv nut Mens Perſons (or Writings] in 


 Adniratio. Jude wer. 16. When you are fearch- 
ing for Truth, regard nut the Perſons of Mat! io as 
to receive their Opinions, Which have neither 
Probability, nor Proof, | as the” Standard of © Orthe- 
doxy. Do not ignorantly cry up, and even ido- 
lize ſome, ſo as to take their Words for Ora⸗ 
cles, and their Writings for Goſpel; ndr yer 
 raſhhy decry, and flight others of great Worth, 
3 nd. ning, and Judgment, for having Cit 
* ö prehenſions ; ſo as to ſuſpect reer 
Contes 18 them, bow eber clearly \ propos d, and 
flubſtantialiy prov d. Neither ae nor reject 
4 Mens Opinions, without examining and weighing 
their Arguments: but prove all things, and "ou 
alt thut whieh is good. -+ Theſſ. v. 21. 
* SrAND faſt in the Liberty erer Chrift 
- bath made Hs. free, and be not intaugled again with 
ie mie of Bondage. Gal. v. 1. Comend earneſtly 
my the Faith, which was. once deliver d unto the Santi 
]ude ver G. Appear for the Honour of the Holy 
q . E Scripture, and keep cloſe to it, as the Rule of 
” Faith: and hold faſt the great Fundamental Prin- | 
3 4 - viple of the Reformation, Liberty of judging foqanr 
bee en to 3 Noyer ſubmit ol 
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| 1 wort; CIO Shs hate * on 
* Sh laſtici Niceties, and impoſe their own Inter- 1 

. pretations of Seripture as eſſential Articles 7 Z 9 

Fgzith; Which, when they pleaſe, they may in- * 
W and double, as Pharoah did the Iſraelites * 

_ -their Tale of Bricks. Thoſe Things which, are 
.neceflary; to be believ d in order to dalyation, | 5 oh 
are not many, and they are plainly deliver” d in 8 Tank 
- the Wo ord of God. The Fundamental Dottrines * ? 1 

of our 1 Religion are in themſelyes Plain, + eg | 
pf if ator to the Underſtandings of all, forts of Ea 

Pep The molt ancient Creed. extant are 
hor 7 The Excellency of F aith doth. not con- 
- wu in the Number f Articles to be believed, 85 
but in its Se and Effedtual. N I 
When. the Eunuch deſir d to be baptiz'd, Philip | | . 
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1% did not puzzle him with 5 long and intricate ; 
Greed; but ad pitted him into the Church, upon „ 
| his profeſling to believe with all his Hes this very - #3 
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„um Fides erat in Vita, mags a in Arten 
Jormn Profefione. Mox neceffitas admonuit ut Anti- 
- ealt-preſcriberentur, ſed paucz, & Apoſtalice Sobjittatin, © 


ae creyerunt Articuli, decrevit Sinceritase 
ED, Efferbuit contentio, refrixit Charitas. — Articu - _ 
lorum Myriades eruperunt. Hinc deventum eſt dee 


Terrores, & Minas. Tortoribug, huc adigimus EY. 
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— all arbitrary Impoſi itions, ad ty- 5 
1 Eneroachments. Give unto Ceſar" the 


Things that are Ceſar' s; but reſerve your Con- 


ſciences for God. People ought to know them. 


that are over them in the Lord, and to eſteem them 
bighly in Lowe for their Works Sale they ate re- 


quir d to Pray for them, and they have Reaſon to 
bleſs God for their Gifts and Graces: bur 1 do 
not Hundi tfiat they are commarided to yield abſo- 
lute Subjection to their Authority, or to ſaëriſice 
their own Underſtandings to the Humus, or 


Fancies of their Spiritual Guides. They! iſtobild 
uſe them as Helpers of their "Joy, but not" ſiiffer 
them to? have nen, oder Poe" Faith I Cor. E 
24.” ies Tage 20 291. ; nw 0 01800 

* 2 none of us arrogte chin orders to 80 
e Which we condemn in others. We deny 


that the Biſhop of Rome hath a Right to decide 


Cntfoverfies and to bind the Church to ſubmit 


to his Deciſions: and ſhall we talk as dogmati- 
cally in obſcure Points, as it we were ſeated in 


tlie infallible Chai#? Shall We claim that 4utho- 
rit in Matter bf Faith to "ourſelves, Which we 
refuſe to others? Shall we exerciſe Juriſdiction 
over Mens Conſciences, and Herericate them for 
differing from us in ſpeculative ve Opinion, Which 


ag can fee no Foundation for in the Word! of 
God ? Shall, we worry them out of their Repu- 
tation, i ſilenee, or ſtarve them, becauſe they cannot 


Wallow every thing which we would cram down 755 
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munis ol othars, 1etius not diſcover, an impor 


Pacitating\ Laux #:great Hardſhip.upon us, let un 
net go about to jyaparitare our Brethren 5. to de- 
prive.the;Church of, their Labours, and them of, : | 
their Credit, and Livelihood.; Let us;uſe Reaſon: = 
to perſuade, but never. have recourſe to Force or 3 
e and affright any dea cer dienen, b 


I ſome, three Sloth. will not examine the 
Oronnds of their Faith if others are influenc d 


Opinion of the Many; let us watch againſt ſuch. . | 
Aa ach abject, dudile Temper. If any-think they = 


iin their Chidhgod; if they are reſolv d to con- 
vinee che World: that they qinderſtand, the Scripꝰ 
ture no better; and are neither more wiſe, nor 
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. aud in the Knowledge of. aun Lord and Saviayr Jeſus, . 
_—— Chriſte: 2 Pes, iii. 18. H any fight in the Dark 
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= Judge of the Truth of Doctrines by thoſe, that 
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| EE: aud tempt. others to prevaricate and damn their, 
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dot believe, what they think to be falſe, what, 
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„aud die) with. , While, we complain of the. . * 


a Spirit our ſelyes., When we think ſome, inca-. 8 
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by the Nods of the Great, or fall in wWith the 


ought woyer to quit thoſe Notions they imbib d © 


more charitable, at Fifty or Sixty, than they 35 | 
were at Three or Four and Twenty; let us gs 
on unto Perfection, and endeavour to grow, i Grace, Ds 


| hold them; hate, reproach,” and ſilence lome- z . 
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let this withhold us from making 
Nens Underſtandings, or laying Snares for their 


Articles as appear to us falſe, doubt 
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dur Undenſtandings: let us chuſe rather to 15 ; 
dei mae, chan to join, with chem in their 


uffer by 


Tyranny.;. - SOL 2011 0. 7 252 3H tg 31 10 18971 
„Lax us, not think | we are bound to continus | 
in che ſame. Sentiment all our Days, but ſtil lie 
open to Cohvictien. If, we, ſeq Cauſe. to repent 


clan Subſęrigt ien pr Deglazatiqus we have made, 


to retract any Errorꝭ we held i RAI ae Bits Years; 
exters for other 


Conſciences. If e act againſt; our own Judg- 


7 55 ments, by complying with, fog Fern Com- 


manion, as we think ſinful, or, by 


e 4s 
ful, or | 


ligible, We expoſe our prin to; the rightogus 


' * Judgment of God: whereas, if we believe the 
Bai Scripture to be the the Word of God, 5 


ſincerely endeavour to believe it in the true 
and to live according to it, we have Reaſon to 


biegpe that God vill pardon our fmple, and purely 
inalumtary Errors. .* For, tao ſay that God will 
damn them for uch Errors, who are Lovers of 
7 him, and Lovers of Truth, is to rob Man of 
his Comfort, and God of his Goodneſs; ir is Do, 
eto mae Man deſperate, and. God a Tyrant. 5 
BA SI DES What is a pretended Aſſent to 
what we do not underſtand, or an hypoctitical 
. Profefian af Faith, Which is the Effect of: Droit 
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bor Feat, and not of Conviction, gbd bor 2 T0 8 
What purpoſe ſhould Men be required to aſſen rn 5 
to Doctrines, which when they are propos d, they EY 
hear or read Words, but do not know the'N OR 
ing of them ? Will ſuch a Faith be acceptable to 
God, or profitable to Men? Win it purify tlie 
Heart, work by Love? orercome the World; fp FF 
port under the Troubles of Life, or yield Con-. 
fort at che Approach of Death? Wierein is irt: 
better than an interate Papiſt's muttering over I 
Latth Prayers? Why then Thould#t'be exacted; « | 
"that" with” Extieltneſs? When, I ſay, 17 
che believe What we do nir uniderind? I have ke 
= Cone gent” Opinion" of the bet” Divine, Dr. 
0 4 Judge of Controverſies p. 570 W “ 
ach Men to believe without Underſtanding, 4599 9 
gs them to Believe they ko nt what, nor why?) 
ee, Anſwer to K. ales IId's Papers 
| 5 tb chu A Mn believe wh he under 
Mads not the Senfe ant Meanin ng of?” Pr. ger. i 1 
15 eren fel's 8 Defence off Private 1 2 p. 990 
4b believe, and not know what you"'belicud,""09-"u6: 
3 ene a Propofition; the Meaning of which" you. d 
not underſtand, ts #'Comtraditivn?' Mr. Barter s ff 
Frit Way of "Concord, p. rag, r Balief  ,- 
« without © "Underſttuiding - ir but c dead Notion; of 
©! Namie, or rather a Cuntraliction? To believe is 
| to affent to = eee Now, how ean I aſſennn 
0 A Propofitiom, if I. do not ünderſtand is 
___ Tens Ang Heir. Cbnnerior f- Trum eme 
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God is Omni ſcient, Grinipreſiitty and the like; the 


ee of which is not reveal'd, and cannot be 


oomprehended by us: as Hou God knows all 


Things, and is in all Places. The Matter or 
Thing reveal d is an Article of Faith, but the 


Manner Nou it is, being not reveal'd to my Un- 


dAaandiag cam be bo Object of; my Faich. See 


Bp. Sanderſon, on 1 Tim. ij. 16. een, 
Dr. Whitby on Luke xii. 57. 
Ir © The holy "ar alan Fane ae all chings 


' ©: neceſſary to Salvation, ſo that whatſoever, is 


ce not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, 
is not to be required of any Man to be believed 
<. as.an Article of Faith, or to be thought requi- 

<, fite to Salvation: If © The Church f ought 


A not to decree any thing againſt Holy Writ, or 


to. inforce any thing to be believed for neceſſity 
« of Salvation beſides it. If © Thoſe || Things 


4 which are neceſſary to be known, believed, and 


e obſerved for Salvation are ſo clearly propounded, 


and opened in ſome Place of Seripture or other, 
* that not only. the. Learned, but the Unlearned i in 


<. a due; uſe of the ordinary Means, may i 


E © unto a ſufficient. Underſtanding of them: 


Then let us not injoin any thing as neceſſary to 
be known, believ d, or obſerv d in order to Salvation, 


5 Which is not ſo clearly propounded, and opened in 


' Scripture. | Let us leave all Chriſtians to that Li. 


Was Vith Article of the Church of Ea land. +"XXth 
Article. bk Weſtminſter cages. $ Chen dee I. 987. 
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and lay aſide Hranny and Cruelty,” which are the 


Devil's Inſtruments to meat ONE en 
inſlave the Worl 25% 1 its £1t 2 Dis 


' 22:SWALL'WS Waldi imagine, thariies- can 251 
of the Things of God, better than in the Words 
ef God: and preſumptuouſly- impoſe our dn 


Expofitions of Scripture, as I they were Divine 


Revelations ? Shall we ſet up che Darling N 8 : 
dur Minds and fequire ah about us to fall don 
and worſhip? them, upon Pain” of having the 
FBierteneſs of our Wrath let: loo upon them? 

Flath a eee Votes in 

ena Night to make, or to deelare that to 
be Fhndumemal, or a Hereſy, Wielt was not {6 
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befote ?' Or td co new Creedl# and frame Tits 
for the diſovering or making Ferie x Hach che 


3 —.— loſt its $ ciency and Plaines f Tet 


not Proteſtants * Diffenting © | 5 hate re- 
proach, "and any, for refu ag to-fubſeribe 
the Words of Men, as the Wolds of God: nor 


ere Men occalion to apply to us what one faid 


concerning! the CMurch of Ryme, That our 
Doctrine may, like a  Srow-BaB, increaſe wit 


rolling, and again melt away, dd decreaſe; _— 
Shatl'we, whohave complain d of others, for injoin- 
ing Aﬀent and * Conſent to thie Writings of falible. 
Men, and for requiring Sbcriptibns'ro doubtful 
| Artigles, or Canons, under ſevere Penaltics, now 
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do the [ani ourſelves? With when F: ace can nah 

as have formerly commended Mr. Fux, the Marty- 
rologiſt; for refuſing to ſubſcribe any thing but his 
_ Greek Teſtament; now be aeceſſory to the cenſuring, 
or ſilencing thoſe, who are ready to ſubſcribe any 
Declarations fram'd in expreſs Words of Scripture; 
becauſe they refuſe to aſſent to our Interpretations, 
or Iuferences, which they are perſuaded in their 
Conſciences are falſe, dubious, or unintelligible? 
As for ſuch as would palm upon us the Opini- 
ons of Men for the Oracles of God; Subjection 
to fellow Chriſtians for Obedience to Chriſt ; hu- 
man Writings for the Goſpel of our Saviour; 
barefac'd or diſguis'd Popery for Proteſtant Ortho- 
doxꝝ, let us have no Fellowſhip with them in theſe 
unchriſtian Methods. Let us leave it to Papiſts 
to ſet up Courts of Inquiſition, and to make Racks 

- t6 torment the Bodies and Conſciences of Men; 
and not, by our uncharitable Cenſures, and arbi- 
trary Impoſitions, juſtify their Cruelty and Per ſecu- 
tion. If we take away the good Name, and Live- 
lihood of thoſe whom we call Hereticks, they 
will take it for granted that they may take away 
dur Lives. If we excommunicate, and filence ſuch 
- As differ from us; why may not they | torment 
and burn us, who differ as much from them, when 
their Authority is back'd with a Claim of Infalibi>, 
lity ? If we pretend that we bear no IIl-will to 


5 the Perſons of thoſe we uſe ill; that we make ule 
of gentle Methods (as we call them, becauſe we do 
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no new thing for the Devil's Mort to be done in 
"ſuffer by conſcientious Per ſecurors. Chriſt tells his 


_ defam'd, and unjuſtiy condemn d? DO 
diu, Tevile net again; leſt while you & 


85 © and more dangerous one OP Cone no 
SE 2 41 Fe: " 8 
F 8 3] 


thren from their Tobi ee eee Glo- 


ry of God, and out of pure Love to Men's Souls: _ | 
how many body Popiſh Perſecutors have us d che” 
fame Pleas? And can we imagine that theſe Pre-„ 
tenees will bear us out at the Bar of Chriſt ? Tis 


Gods Livery; and for Chriſt's faithful Servants to 5 


Diſciples, chat zhey who ſhould kill them would think * | + 
they did God Service. John xvi. 2. St. Paul was xca- 1 
Tous when he perſecuted the Clviſtians even uno | 
"Death. Act. xxii. 4. And conſcieatious, when he my: 
verily thought that he ought to do many things ua "LE: 
def Nazareth. Att. XXVI. 9. FP 
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N. J 58 l conclude whith ſome Advice to fugh 1 
28 ſuffer by. Rajp and uncharitable Judging. 1 ES, 6 ; 
wu Rerrrer upon the Time paſt, When per⸗ 3 

haps you were too cenſorious-your ſelves; as 2ea5 _ = = 

tous for im wmpoling wane Opinions upon others, as WM. 

— to n Brethren in this 5 


their Infirmity -: they think they do God Service, - 4 8 
as — formerly, when you did the ſame, M-* 
2. Wur x you are reproach d and cenſur d, dag * 


not render railing for railing.-x Pet. iii. 9. Are you" 
and deſpiſe your unjuſt Judges. II, zen Sh yy * 
to heal a Wound in your Name, you nde TEIN 
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Tread at Exon, 43 
530 Wann others judge pn Hants, do- .you 


ſearch them. No good Men, your Friends, Men of 
Piety and Eminency, caſt out your Name as euilꝰ Luke 


vi. 22. Commit your Cauſe to him that judgethrighteouſly_ 


x Pet. ii. 23. Maintain a holy Jealouſy over your 
ſelyes. Be not high minded, but fear, If you can ap- 


| pealto God for your Innocency, as to that of which 


you are accus'd ; or if you are condemn d for your 
Duty, yet confidex whether you have not by ſome 
former Sin provok'd | God to exerciſc you wr 


this ſore Trial. 
Te you do not. find Cauſe to condemn your 


ſelves: for what is paſt, however be cautious for 
the time to come. Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, 
take heed Jeſt he fall. 1. Cor. x. 12. When you 
are condemn'd for what you are perſuaded is 
your Duty, account it a ſmall thing to be judged of 
Man Judgment. 1 Cor. iv. 3. Uſg prudent means 
to clear your Reputation: cut off Occaſions 
from ſuch as ſeek them. Defeat the Envy and 


yy by being more ſtrict and circumſpe. 

4. Concrvps that God is trying your Pati- 
| ence, Meekneſs, and Charity : That when you are 
3 you are chaſtened of the Lord. 1 Cor. xi. 32. 


the Accuſations' of your Brethren before 
guyheaventy Father; and pray for them "that de: 


| 22 G, di tho* they ſhew little or none to you. When 
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Bear Reproach and Contempt with Patience. 


Fuſe you, that they may find Mercy of 


Malice of your Enemies, and turn it to your Ad 
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many in 
Phil. 11. . Tea Chriſt's own bir; 
Wore off hen 64 calld | 


ſtain your Reputation, be Ach 4 
Jour Conſcienos 21 5 and to Are ep. 
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